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Abstract

In its lakh verses, the epic Mahabharat contains all the human knowledge. Its verses reveal
important knowledge about the various aspects of the social system and outline every aspect
of statecraft, including the ruler's duties in both regular and emergency periods. Every type
of policy has been examined in Mahabharat in terms of both internal and external politics.
This paper assesses Shree Krishan's methods for resolving disputes. Saam, Daan, Bhed, and
Dand are the primary diplomatic approaches Krishan used to settle conflicts. It also explains
how to use these approaches to resolve a disagreement. This paper makes an effort to identify
Shree Krishan's peace-making endeavours, emphasize his conflict resolution negotiating
abilities, and examine his approach to holding onto power to negotiate future conflict. This
paper predominantly examines how conflict resolution techniques from Mahabharat might be
used in contemporary society.
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Introduction

The 1.8 million-word epic Mahabharat serves as a compendium of all human knowledge. The
epic is a great source of information about geography, society, culture, politics, economy, and
world affairs. The theory of the origin of the state, the duties of the king, good governance,
the selection of ministers, the settlement of international disputes, the selection and
significance of spies, and many other significant topics, as well as numerous diplomatic
aspects in formulating foreign policy, are all covered in this epic. There is also a thorough
description provided. Shree Krishan utilized a variety of diplomatic tools in the epic
Mahabharat to settle the conflicts between the nations. These Lord Krishna-inspired
principles are still very relevant for resolving disputes. “A nation that does not honour its past
has no future”- Goethe (Jaishankar, 2020). Depending on its civilization and culture, each
country displays its dignity to the outside world. The world order of today is multipolar.
wherein all countries guarantee that their foreign policies are set up to best serve their
respective countries' interests. In this case, national interests take precedence over the global
order. Because no country is willing to compromise its national interests under any
circumstance, when the national interests of two nations diverge, only a scenario of mutual
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conflict results. This is also true because the main objective of foreign policy is to advance
national interests; nevertheless, in order to prevent future escalation of these conflicts,
countries have employed a variety of conflict resolution techniques. These approaches might
undoubtedly vary from nation to nation depending on the time and situation since each
country chooses its techniques based on its perspective. In this situation, it is essential to
make sure that decisions are made with the past in mind. When we examine these conflict-
resolution techniques from an Indian perspective, the methods outlined in the epic
Mahabharata cannot be refuted on any level.

Shree Krishan as a Diplomat

Shree Krishan is the world's most accomplished politician, orator, and diplomat. The Kaurav
and the Pandav represent the two poles in the epic Mahabharat's Game of Thrones. Pandav’s
mother Kunti is the sister of Shree Krishan's father Vasudev, making Krishan the Pandav’s
maternal brother. As a result, Shree Krishan is intimately linked to the Pandavas. All three
phases—prior to, during, and following the battle of Kurukshetra—showcase Shree Krishan's
aptitude for selecting choices. There is no other example in the world of the kind of decisions
made by Shree Krishan in the interest of the country, to safeguard the lives of the Praja, to
uphold religion, and to uphold justice. The Pandavas possessed a strong defensive capability
to win the war in the pre-war period, but Krishan's offer of peace at that time provides a
distinctive example of conflict resolution and the peace proposal of Shree Krishan is an

appropriate example of Id ﬂ-l?fﬁ ﬁ@:{: In the same way that Shree Krishan's attempts to
prevent war reflect his practical efforts for world welfare, so do his diplomatic efforts. The
Indian vision of the well-being of the world, which is based on traditional Indian thought, is
widely acknowledged as the best. He, therefore, employs Dharmayudh's Sham, Dana, Bhed,
and Dand. Along with attempting to end the dispute, the monarch should also maintain his
readiness for battle. Rajdharm, or constant preparation for battle, is a strategy that Krishan's
diplomacy endorses in the Mahabharat. Krishan's negotiation on behalf of the Pandavas
before the battle of Kurukshetra can be considered a diplomatic tactic.

Shree Krishan's diplomacy is distinctive in that it disregards the tactics of war because its
goals outweigh its means. All of the strategies employed by Krishan during the conflict are
legitimately practical and capable of directing the nations even today. The strategies of Shree
Krishan's warfare are not set in stone; they are constantly adjusted to the circumstances.
There is a long tradition of not fighting wars according to the rules; this is also evident in the
Mahabharat. Each warrior expects others to follow the rules even when he does not
(Jaishankar, 2020). Shree Krishan's plan was kept flexible since no ideology should stand in
the way of the interests of the country. Krishan uses motivation as well to complete his tasks.
He inspired Arjun about his responsibilities when he wasn't ready to fight his relatives. Even
today, the utilisation of this motivational component on the battlefield is quite effective.
Indian history has never embraced imperialism, and even the Mahabharat rejects the "winner
takes all" mentality (Jaishankar, 2020).

Continual National Power Expansion

When we carefully examine the Mahabharat, we see that there are several instances of
conflict resolution that we can comprehend by looking at the stories it tells. When the
Pandavas were sentenced to twelve years of exile and one year of ignorance, we got to see a
very real version of this. Here, the dispute between the two newcomers has escalated to the
point where the Pandavas and Duryodhan are battling for their shared interests. However,
Yudhishthir's diplomacy is also in favor of the possibility of a future peaceful resolution to
this conflict. This does not imply that one should only wait for a peace treaty to be signed.
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From this vantage point, the Mahabharat instructs the king on the appropriate course of action
to take.

el pukyidi e 'ci{g:ﬁ::zkﬁ:ﬂﬁ T JdaTI|
oTeTé I dald 9 3: URgad 9 U=gad| | (Vedvyas, Mahabharat, 2000 Chapter 36,

N\

Shlok?)

In this verse, Yudhishthir tells Bheem that he is aware of various rules governing the
obligations of rulers and that a responsible leader should consider both the present and the
future of his nation.

FARIA Fadwh IF d JaaR|
JHLR 10T HRTETe! ¢ai I UafaH || (Vedvyas, Mahabharat, 2000 Chapter 36,
Shlok 7)

4 GG GAYG: Td H RIR: |
3odad ¥ §@YeRdy ¢d: Wara: || (Vedvyas, Mahabharat, 2000 Chapter 36,
Shlok 17)

In this stanza, Yudhishthir advises Bheem not to make hasty decisions and to consider all
choices before making any further decisions. He told to him that several of the rivals'
warriors possessed Divyastra (a formidable weapon), and that even Indra (the great power of
the time) could not vanquish them in battle. He explained that they need to gather more
power in order to adequately tackle the situation in the future. The Pandavas made a very
wise decision in this crucial combat circumstance to steadily build their might while waiting
for the perfect moment. In order to ensure that future conflicts can be resolved peacefully as
well as through battle, you should always be prepared to act in the interests of your country.

Hiqo1 9 Je GRUTan JeanaaRiay |
i 98 Xl T davd YRS 123-Tq 1| (Vedvyas, Mahbharat, 2000 Chapter 39,
Shlok 71)

Arjun, who is constantly gaining strength, first acquires the Pasuptashtra through worship of

Bhagwan Shiv, [ BXIT& Gaddi dN Tl T § 9eH! (Vedvyas, Mahabharat, 2000 Chapter 44,
Shlok 4) and then he receives the Vajra from the heavenly realm. In both circumstances, a
steady increase in defence weaponry will be advantageous. The enemy country must first
understand the strength of Vijigishu before any attempt at a peace deal can be successful and
the country's interests can be successfully safeguarded even in the event of war.

Proposal for Peace
"How can anyone hurt the one who has a sword in the form of peace in his hands," writes
Mahatma Vidur in Vidur Niti. Since the creation of the modern international order, several
examples of conflict settlement have existed. In this essay, we're talking about Shree
Krishan's pre-war diplomatic efforts. Here first of all we will discuss some diplomatic tactics
of peace proposal which was used by Shree Krishan.

ST d AR A1 T |

P FATRIISIRA YaRTE b T YR |1 (Vedvyas, Mahabharat, 2000 Chapter 72,
Shlok 34)
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T AIPIRRER] I BRHITI |
Bl gl S Ja=uq IATAIaHad | | (Vedvyas, Mahabharat, 2000 Chapter72,
Shiok 35)

In these shlokas, Shree Krishan said to Yudhishthir that this peace proposal would be right in
both Situations. If this proposal is successful, there will be no war and secondly, if they reject
my proposal for peace, then your side will not feel guilty. When the plan is rejected, each
king will withdraw from Dhritarashtr and Duryodhan. All of our goals will then have been
achieved, leaving us with nothing else to accomplish. Shree Krishan travels to the Kaurav’s
Sabha (Assembly) after these discussions. Thus, Shri Krishna's most significant task is to
advocate for a peace treaty on behalf of the Pandavas in the Kaurav’s Sabha (Hastinapur).
Even though the entire continent had been split into two poles and war was all but certain,
Shree Krishan's diplomacy continued to work toward a peaceful resolution to the dispute
since, according to Indian tradition, the king's primary responsibility was to safeguard the
lives of the Praja.

TIAETaR] Hosd Sgradl|

EEI&HTI'I'\{-:::::T HRA W&EWWII (Vedvyas, Mahabharat, 2000 Chapter 94,
Shlok 11)

R o Aag) f JaG e HRAl
9 ghRI & TH Al T HRARTH || (Vedvyas, Mahabharat, 2000 Chapter 94,
Shiok 12)

A key moment has arrived on Kuruvansh, and if it is ignored, it would destroy the entire
world. If you wish to prevent this disaster, then this peace proposal is the answer, says Shree
Krishan as he enters the Kaurav’s Sabha with a peaceful proposal. After this Krishan also
introduces the other side to the deadly repercussions of war because Shree Krishan is well
aware that the level at which a peace treaty can be reached is at which the terrible
repercussions of war are. The outcome of the conflict would have an equal impact on both
sides, making this aspect the true rationale for the treaty. Because it is the foundational
requirement for the exercise of human rights, life protection is vital at all levels. If this
scenario played out today, it would be known that such peaceful endeavours are the only
means by which human civilization and the existence of nations may be preserved in this
nuclear age. Shree Krishan's peaceful approach demonstrates how a specific country should
view its role in the context of the global order and serves as a means of conflict settlement.
These Mahabharat instances can be a surefire method of resolving disputes. Shree Krishan
informed the Kaurav’s about the might of the opposing side when they were not prepared to
sign a treaty, which had a psychological impact on them. These verses are related to it.

3fs Wiarfagal i HA TR S|
3T lﬁmaﬂ ﬁ'\’ HRTYRT RTHR: || (Vedvyas, Mahabharat, 2000 Chapter
124, Shlok 48)

'J-BT%I'CHC: I ARy CRETC
SR Tal Tdd Uaaaigyl ¢RI | (Vedvyas, Mahabharat, 2000 Chapter 124,
Shlok 49)
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e @aaf\ﬂm ¥ ¢ URCT & TREERED
g & UAGHRITTHId Alioold W & |1 (Vedvyas, Mahabharat, 2000 Chapter 124,
Shlok

56)

We can see Shree Krishan's diplomacy here; He wants to create a treaty between the two
rivals by any means necessary. In order to achieve the purpose, he tells the Kaurav Sabha that
there are numerous warriors in your ranks, such as Bhishma, Drona, Karna, Kripacharya,
Somdatta, Bhurishrava, Aswathama, and Jayadratha. But even they cannot face Arjuna on
their own. And also informs them about Arjun's ally's power (Shree Krishan). And even Indra
would not want to fight with whose charioteer 1 am, implying that the Kaurav side will be
doomed. Shree Krishan's peaceful approach demonstrates how a specific country should view
its role in the context of the global order and serves as a means of conflict settlement. These
Mahabharat instances can be a sure-fire method of resolving disputes.

Mahabharat on Bargaining Power

In international politics, the Vijigishu monarch can also pursue this course of action when he
wishes to end a dispute, but first, he must be aware of the true strength of the adversary
country. To do this, kings may employ spies. A government should endeavour to sour
relations with those friendly states if it knows that the competitor nation is not prepared to
cease the conflict because it has their support. A nation should use all available Sama, Daan,
Bhed, and Dand methods in this attempt. As a result, the enemy nation's power will be
diminished, and it may agree to a peaceful resolution to the conflict. When we examine all
the incidents of the Mahabharata from an analytical point of view, we can see that in this
entire episode, there are only two main allies — the first ally is of Shri Krishna-Arjuna and the
second ally is of Danveer Karan-Duryodhan. Such efforts can be an important step in the
situation of conflict resolution, and such a grand example is shown in the diplomacy of Shree
Krishan.

AHd FRoT ST dGaierH G|
UG YT RA &Ry TRRaHTAd: |1 (Vedvyas, Mahabharat, 2000) Chapter 140,
Shlok 7)

TIST FRoT TR Sk UI0[To: AT LT |
dYglq HTIT‘\TFW-:::;IQI% RISl HAd®dY | | (Vedvyas, Mahabharat, 2000 Chapter 140,

Shlok 9)

T ITSTYATY UTYER FHFTAT: |

urel ad DELILEE] ﬁmz Il (Vedvyas, Mahabharat, 2000 Chapter 140,

Shlok 13)

Shree Krishan attempts to sever Duryodhan and Karan's alliance when his peaceful approach
is rejected by the Kaurav Sabha. He meets Karan and shares with him the details of his birth
and his relationship with Kunti. He is also the senior Pandav. He told the Karan that you are
an expert on the difficult subject of theology and you also have a deep understanding of the
Sanatan Parampara. The Pandav and all the kings who have come to support the Pandav’s
will also come under your protection and as a result of that, you will be crowned king of
Hstinapur. JaeRaf3R1 & 4T o I daioFed | 3AH T JueHay diaefd &iel| 1. (Vedvyas,
Mahabharat, 2000 Chapter 140, Shlok 21) Despite rejecting his offer at the moment, Karan
makes a pledge to Mata Kunti that he will only attack Arjun and not the other Pandav’s after
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learning this truth. Here, we see how Shree Krishan can use his negotiating skills to settle the
dispute and how he protects some of the Pandav’s interests by making the appropriate choice
at the appropriate time. Because it becomes imperative in international relations that national
interests be maintained as much as feasible through decision-making if the issue cannot be
totally resolved.

Handling the Sturdy Actors

In this interdependent era, all states establish their interactions with one another based on
their national interests, and all nations ensure that national interests are met while also
maintaining world peace. This necessitates that countries have positive connections with one
another. Because we live in a multipolar world, each country has its own perspective on
connecting the world, and we cannot disregard multiculturism (Jaishankar, The India Way
Staratigies For An Uncertain World, 2020). Everyone knows that India's famous epic
Mahabharat contains a wealth of wisdom in every element of world affairs.

aa‘g'é’lmqqaaaa‘i%rraramﬂrm
?rI'FIH """ WH@HW Jidy gergq| (Vedvyas, Mahabharat, 2000 Chapter
69,Shlok 14)

According to Mahabharat, when establishing connections with a powerful nation, the king
should do a thorough appraisal of his position. If the monarch's side is relatively weak, he
should negotiate a treaty with the powerful king after consulting his ministers. When
negotiating a treaty with a great nation, the king must adhere to certain policies.

SR B TiaY Hamq TR d|

deftyd T dtl-c‘i dTg?::::- cd¥H Ige::::?f aa‘f%? [ (Vedvyas, Mahabharat, 2000 Chapter 69, Shlok

15)

Pl qaaaT [ a1 9 Radl
&HWW:{ HWHWHR:::T-:::-TJ Head| 1> (Vedvyas, Mahabharat, 2000 Chapter 139,
Shlok 109)

In the present verse, Bhishm states that if the Vijigishu Raja wishes to create a treaty with
another monarch, he must guarantee that the treaty is finished before the state's weakness is
known, or else the objective of the pact will be defeated. The head of state should never
believe that his country is fully protected after signing a pact with a major country. Even after
that, the king must assure his safety. If the monarch does not take care of his security, his
treaty can be as deadly as food that is not entirely digested.

Indian foreign policy repeated such blunders even in the 1960s, when it did not take care of
its security after a treaty and had to pay a high price for the war; this is the type of policy that
our past forbade. In 1954, India's first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, signed the
Panchseel Agreement (A Peace Treaty) with China. Both countries signed the Panchseel
Agreement, which states that they shall coexist peacefully in the region while respecting each
other's internal and exterior sovereignty. Following this agreement, Indian Prime Minister
Nehru issued the slogan "Hindi-Chini Bhai Bhai," but India's great mistake was that the
Prime Minister of India trusted the deal without thinking for India's security, and India paid
the price in the form of the 1962 war.
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The Mahabharat's treaty diplomacy states that even if a treaty is not possible in international
affairs, one should not be afraid to challenge the powerful king for the sake of national
interest. The nation has the same tasks as an individual warrior in order to attain its interests
and goals. We may learn from Arjuna's decision to choose responsibility for the national
benefit, regardless of the repercussions. (Jaishankar, 2020)

Managing the Frail Rivals

In international affairs, the Mahabharat represents both powerful and weak governments'
foreign policies. The Mahabharat makes it clear that the king should never disregard a weaker
kingdom.

7 Sq Tea Yl gaTel 9% H1aEd|
RSO Bl aUdRd~d TATYA | | (Vedvyas, Mahabharat, 2000 Chapter 93, Shlok
37)

In Shanti Parva, Bhishm teaches Yudhishthir about foreign strategy, stating that no matter
how powerful the king is, the weak opponent should not be overlooked. This is because when
King Vijigishu is unconscious, these weak nations attack like eagles, and the king has no time
to recuperate.

7 9 XA GETCISHay Seita |

3{eT13{gY I8 Ggldadiied de-Raed 91| (Vedvyas, Mahabharat, 2000 Chapter 58, Shlok

17)

W@\maq QTJH-[(-[C\ Q'Hg FHE:T |
a1 AU GYMAUIRE §E 7 || (Vedvyas, Mahabharat, 2000 Chapter 58, Shlok
18)

The significance of a weak enemy should never be underestimated because even a small
amount of fire burns and even a small amount of poison kills. If even one side of a weak
adversary's army is strong, that opponent can destroy the entire kingdom of Vijigishu. In this
way, Vijigishu should retain the weak states connected with him through the treaty,
demonstrating the importance of the pact. The Mahabharat describes three different sorts of

treaties:
Tiayy TFaUaye g TERRORE: |
YOI RATARST I I IRRAGR:TAH || (Vedvyas, Mahabharat, 2000 Chapter 59,

Shlok 37)

The king should maintain the less powerful state with himself by using any of these three
treaties: Uttam (Vitt Sandhi), Madhyam (Satkar Sandhi), and Adham (Bhay Sandhi). In
today's world, countries maintain emerging nations near them through financial treaties. For
example, India sends economic aid to its bordering countries such as Nepal and Bhutan to
keep them connected with India. Prime Minister Modi's vaccine diplomacy during the
COVID-19 pandemic and the Indian Budget of 2023-24, which provides grants to Nepal, Sri
Lanka, Bhutan, and Afghanistan, are examples of the same. Respect is the most important
factor in human nature, and India builds excellent ties with many countries by using
Madhyam Sandhi (Sathkar Sandhi). To call SAARC countries in 2014 and BIMSTEC
countries in 2019, Prime Minister Modi's inauguration ceremony was a significant political
event to improve the relationship with SAARC as well as BIMSTEC countries. The ruler
should never be neutral in dealing with weak states.

6l1|Journal of People, Politics, Administration



TRt ;AT TG |

HHRIGR Mo eRoTaHad adold ddaamiid | | (Vedvyas, Mahabharat, 2000)
Chapter 93, Shlok 36)

Even the weak nations that have taken sanctuary in the king pay close attention to the basis
for this king's subservience to me - love and dread. If a weak nation seeks the protection of a
king for self-defense, the king must defend him with all his power. The India-Pakistan war in
1971 for the safety of Bangladesh is an appropriate example of this. As a result, we may
conclude that Mahabharat is a rich source of wisdom for every element of world events, and
its diplomacy is far more realistic than that of any other source. In any tough situation for a
country, Mahabharat provides an acceptable answer; treaties and agreements are the only
methods to resolve a problem peacefully.

Conclusion

Mahabharat provides us with many tips related to international relations. The present paper
focuses on the issues related to the alliances. Treaties are one of the most important tools for
protecting national interests. Mahabharat explains the strategies pertaining to entering into
treaties with underdeveloped and developed nations. Though it discusses the strategies to win
a war but still it emphasizes on handling the issues through the discussions and avoiding the
war at all costs. In the Kaurav Sabha, Krishan was even ready to accept only five villages
just to avoid the war, which shows that the ultimate goal is to secure the lives of people by
avoiding the war. Apart from it Krishan’s commitment towards avoiding the war is
exemplary. Though he knows that his side is powerful but still he leaves no stone unturned to
establish the peace treaty. Mahabharat shows the way to modern-day diplomats and
showcases the importance of a competent diplomat and diplomacy. When Krishan came that
war was inevitable, he attempted to reduce the power of the enemy by attempting to convince
the Karan to cross the line. As well as managing the stronger country through the use of
treaties and agreements and involving the weaker country for future interests by the use of
Uttam (Satkar), Madhyam (Vitt Sandhi) and Adham (Bhay Sandhi) treaties. From the
perspective of conflict resolution, the Mahabharat period diplomacy inspires that if a
country's goal is justified and also in the interest of the nation in this situation, the end is
more important than the means, and to achieve that goal, a country can use any diplomatic
medium like as Saam, Daan, Bheda and Dand, etc. Mahabharat wisdom related to conflict
resolution and protecting the national interests is relevant even in contemporary times.
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